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Private information retrieval (PIR) allows to query an entry from a remote database,
without revealing the identity of the desired entry to the servers storing the data-
base. One usually wants to build protocols with low communication complexity, low
computation, and low storage overhead.

In this talk, I will give an overview of several constructions of information-theoretically
secure PIR schemes. As a common feature, these constructions share the use of coding
techniques in order to model queries and/or to pre-encode the database. Construc-
tions vary depending on the way the database is stored (replicated or encoded), or on
the parameters one wants to optimize (communication, computation, or storage).
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